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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 9, 10, 12, 13, 19, 25-27, 29, 31 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Sonti et al. (Sonti), U.S. Patent No. 6,108,540 in 
view of Lamb et al. (Lamb), U.S. Patent No. 6,697,620. 

Regarding Claims 1, 19, 31 and 32, Sonti discloses a method for controlling 
registration in a communication system, the method comprising: receiving a registration 
request for registration of a user relating to a subscriber in a network entity (Col. 6, lines 
45-67); providing the network entity with control information associated with at least one 
limitation (Col. 7, lines 56-62); and controlling the registration based on the control 
information (Col. 7, line 56-Col. 8, line 18). 

Sonti fails to disclose a network entity with control information associated with at 
least one limitation regarding simultaneous registrations allowed for the subscriber or 
the user. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Lamb discloses a method and system for providing 
telecommunication services across networks that use different protocols. Lamb further 
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discloses simultaneous registrations in multiple networks allowed for the subscriber 
(Col. 7, line 63-Col. 8, line 8). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the at to modify Sonti according to Lamb to provide simultaneous registrations to 
allow customers communication services depending on their current geographic 
location and the service coverage area (Lamb, Col. 2, lines 6-10). 

Regarding Claims 9, 10, 25-27 and 29, the combination of Sonti and Lamb 
discloses the method and communication system according to claims 1 and 19 as 
described above. 

The combination fails to disclose further comprising storing the control 
information in a user information storage entity which comprises a home subscriber 
server with at least one of said at least one limitation regarding simultaneous 
registrations allowed for subscribers. However, Sonti does mention a HLR and VLR as 
the home subscriber server that stores the registered subscriber's profile information 
(Col. 5, lines 13-25). This information is used to determine whether registration will 
occur based on if the requesting mobile station is in the serving region (limitation) (Col. 
7, lines 56-62). Therefore, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art to provide a means for storing subscriber's information 
in the network to be readily available when requesting registration. 

Regarding Claims 12 and 13, the combination of Sonti and Lamb discloses the 
method according to claim 9 as described above. 
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The combination fails to disclose further comprising sending a request for 
subscriber information from said network entity to the user information storage entity 
and wherein the providing step comprises providing the control information from the 
user information storage entity to said network entity. However, Sonti does mention the 
mobile switching center sending a request for information (Qualification Request) to the 
home location register (HLR) where the HRL responds with a (Qualification Request 
Return Result) along with the mobile station's profile data that is used to determine 
whether registration should occur (Col. 7, lines 25-62). Therefore, at the time of the 
invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to provide a 
means for a method and communication within a telecommunications system to 
determine whether mobile stations should be registered. 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sonti and 
Lamb in view of Jonsson, U.S. Patent No. 6,115,613. 

Regarding Claim 2, the combination of Sonti and Lamb discloses the method of 
claim 1 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose further comprising determining that 
the subscriber comprises at least one other user. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Jonsson discloses a system and method for 
providing telephone service to each member of a group of radio telephone subscribers. 
Jonsson further discloses comprising determining that the subscriber comprises at least 
one other user (Col. 3, line 59-Col. 4, line 6 and Col. 4, lines 29-36). 
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At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Sonti and Lamb according to Jonsson so as to enable a lower 
communication cost per user than a single subscription for each of the users (Jonsson, 
Col. 1, lines 46-50). 

4. Claims 3-8, 11, 14, 18, 20, 21, 28, 33 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Sonti and Lamb in view of D'Amico et al. (D'Amico), U.S. 
Patent No. 5,077,790. 

Regarding Claims 3-8, 20, and 33, the combination of Sonti and Lamb discloses 
the method, communication system and network entity according to claims 1, 19 and 32 
as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose further comprising checking if at least 
one of said at least one limitation regarding the simultaneous registrations is infringed 
by allowing the registration, wherein the controlling step comprises denying the 
registration if the checking step shows that at least one of said at least one limitation 
regarding the simultaneous registrations is infringed by allowing the registration, 
wherein the controlling step comprises allowing the registration request if the checking 
step shows that none of the at least one limitation regarding the simultaneous 
registrations is infringed by allowing the registration, wherein the providing step 
comprises providing the control information associated with a number of the 
simultaneous registrations allowed for the subscriber, wherein the providing step 
comprises providing the control information associated with a maximum number of the 
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simultaneous registrations allowed for the subscriber, wherein the providing step 
comprises providing a limitation relating to a service type allowed for the simultaneous 
registrations for the subscriber. 

In a similar field of endeavor, D'Amico discloses a secure over-the-air registration 
of cordless telephones. D'Amico further discloses comprising checking if at least one of 
said at least one limitation is infringed by allowing the registration (Col. 3, lines 4-27), 
wherein the controlling step comprises denying the registration if the checking step 
shows that at least one of said at least one limitation is infringed by allowing the 
registration (Col. 3, lines 4-27), wherein the controlling step comprises allowing the 
registration request if the checking step shows that none of the at least one limitation is 
infringed by allowing the registration (Col. 3, lines 40-53), wherein the providing step 
comprises providing the control information associated with a number of registrations 
allowed for the subscriber (Col. 3, line 53-Col. 4, line 3), wherein the providing step 
comprises providing the control information associated with a maximum number of 
registrations allowed for the subscriber (Col. 3, line 53-Col. 4, line 3), wherein the 
providing step comprises providing a limitation relating to a service type allowed for the 
registrations for the subscriber (Col. 3, line 53-Col. 4, line 3). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Sonti and Lamb according to D'Amico to monitor registrations 
based on subscriber's credentials or qualifying information and the amount of 
simultaneous registrations to prevent fraudulent activity. 
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Regarding Claims 18 and 37, the combination of Sonti and Lamb discloses the 
method and network entity according to claims 1 and 32 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose further comprising counting means 
configured to count the simultaneous registrations of the subscriber. 

D'Amico discloses further comprising counting means configured to count the 
simultaneous registrations of the subscriber (Col. 3, line 63-Col. 4, line 3) (Although not 
disclosed, it is inherent that D'Amico's invention includes a counting means for 
determining the number of registrations). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Sonti and Lamb according to D'Amico to provide a means for 
determining if the maximum number allowed for registration has been reached to 
provide security measures for fraudulent activity. 

Regarding Claims 11,14,21, and 28 the combination of Sonti, Lamb and 
D'Amico discloses the method and communication system according to claims 3 and 20 
as described above. 

The combination fails to disclose wherein the checking step comprises 
performing the checking in a user information storage entity and wherein the checking 
step comprises performing the checking in the network entity. However, Sonti does 
mention the checking step comprising performing the check if the mobile station is in the 
region served by the mobile switching center (Col. 7, line 59-Col. 8, line 18). Therefore, 
at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
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the art to provide a faster and convenient means for checking if the registration request 
should be allowed. 

5. Claims 15-17, 22-24, 30, and 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sonti and Lamb in view of Herrero et al. (Herrero), U.S. Publication 
No. 2005/0009520. 

Regarding Claims 15-17, 22-24, and 34-36, the combination of Sonti and Lamb 
discloses the method, communication system, and network entity according to claims 1, 
1 9 and 32 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein said receiving step includes 
receiving the registration request in said network entity that comprises one of a serving 
controller, an interrogating controller or an entity of an IP Multimedia Core Network 
Subsystem, the receiving step comprises receiving the registration request in the 
network entity comprising the serving controller; and wherein the serving controller 
comprises a serving call session control function, receiving step comprises receiving the 
registration request in the network entity comprising the interrogating controller; and 
wherein the interrogating controller comprises an interrogating call session control 
function. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Herrero discloses a method and system for 
handling multiple registration. Herrero further discloses wherein said receiving step 
includes receiving the registration request in said network entity that comprises one of a 
serving controller, an interrogating controller or an entity of an IP Multimedia Core 
Network Subsystem [0072, 0073, 0075 and 0078]; the receiving step comprises 
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receiving the registration request in the network entity comprising the serving controller; 
and wherein the serving controller comprises a serving call session control function 
[0078 and 0079], receiving step comprises receiving the registration request in the 
network entity comprising the interrogating controller; and wherein the interrogating 
controller comprises an interrogating call session control function [0075]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Sonti and Lamb according to Herrero to allow for a simplified 
signaling flow of a registration process [0072]. 

Regarding Claim 30, the combination of Sonti and Lamb discloses the 
communication system according to claim 25 as described above. 

However, the combination fails to disclose wherein a serving controller comprises 
the storing means. 

Herrero discloses wherein a serving controller comprises the storing means 

[0079]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify Sonti and Lamb according to Herrero to provide a simple, faster 
and convenient registration process. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Sobti et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,553,315 discloses a method of maintaining access 
authorization using a bulletin board communication resource. 
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Sanmugam, U.S. Patent No. 5,978,669 discloses a method of detecting fraud in 
a radio communications network by analyzing activity, identification of RF channel data 
for mobile stations in the network. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shantell Portis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
0886. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on 571-272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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